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A team—and a family—of 
adventurers, explorers and 
imaginauts, the Fantastic Four 
lead lives both ordinary—and 
extraordinary. As of today: 


Reed Richards, demonstrating 
increasingly erratic 
behavior after having 


been scarred in battle 
by Victor Von Doom and 
banishing Doom to Hell, laid 
claim to Doom’s European 
homeland of Latveria rather 
than risk having Doom’s 
advanced science and weapons 
plundered by those who would 
not understand them. 


The United Nations, 
infuriated that 
Richards took 
international law 


into his own hands, sent in 
armies led by Colonel Nick 
Fury to undo his coup 
d’etat—only to find that 
Richards’ machinations extended 
further than simple disarmament. 
Reed had fooled his own teammates 
into believing him mad, all as part of an 
elaborate plan to imprison Doom forever— 


—a plan that failed when Doom’s mind 
possessed Ben Grimm’s body and battled 
the team. In order to save Johnny’s life in battle, 


Reed had no choice but to use lethal force. When the dust\Y 
cleared, Doom’s consciousness was indeed destroyed...but Ben 
Grimm lay dead. Reed Richards had killed his best friend. 
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Ben, I 
Know you can 
S| hear me! I'm not 
= giving upon 
you, Ben! 


7 Still no pulse. Sue, use 

){ a force-field to retract 
the wound so I can 
massage his heart 


om 


aN 
VN 
we'll handle it from VARS 
here. You are under : 
arrest. ‘ 


Dr. Richards, 


SHUT LIP, 
SY Nick! Ican 


Nonononononono x There's 
| equipment in Victor's 
lab. Maybe if I can find 


‘ a way to pe the body 

Sue, i bes 

hegvenc cake ee SUE, STOP 
AROUND! 

— 


Reed, it's too late. You and } As long as we work fast, 

the others will have to come there's a chance Ican 

with us. You have a lot to | revive him! " 
answer f-- Pamni it, 

! Sue, get out of my 
way! Didn't you hear 
me? oe second -— 

COUNTS! 


Nick, 
have you lost 
your mind? 
Not now! 


...YOu've 
been trying for 
an hour. 


—- W/ 

mn/ |he Baxter Building, New York. 
SHA ES ¥ 
PSEeAN 


&, 


EONNECTICUT!) 


FAIRFIELD. | 
Alfa] | A Nees 


ij) AUTO REPAIR and SUPPLIES 
\ Artie Hames, Prop. 


= . What, do you 
WY have an itch? Hold 
it alee you big 


—— ~~ 
Hey! Who's 
doin’ who th’ 
favor here, 
bic-head? 
_ thisis Ya want 
sensitive machinery, I should stick 
is all! The "S" on the my pinky out? I 
gearshift's gonna stand FPF\ don't got all day, 
i for “stratosphere,” that's ya Know! 
the kind of sled I'm So cradle 
tricking out! it gently! 
— Gent-ly! 


’ You help Reed all " No, strike that. You whine Y'need me t'show ya which end o' the © 
the time without , like a dentist's drill for screwdriver t'grab? Geez, callin’ 


complaini-- t you a grease monkey is a insult 
ua to monkeys everwhere. a) 
You want 
to grab 


something? 
Grab mu-- 


He's sorry, 
Artie! Johnny's just... 
been through a lot, 

Y\ u'Know? He's really 
te good. 


So 
said. 
mi 


you 
Show 


: yy aaAAaahhhh... 
Ss 


erves me right fr 
) hirin' one of the so- 


A called 


‘Fantastic 
Four". 


"What?" he 
says. You mind pullin’ 
your head outta 
me your exhaust? I 
7 dunno what you're 
/ a daydreamin’ 
‘ about-- 


promised the old bat 
who Owns this flivver a 
20-Minute Oil Change, 
{and I'm not pauin' you 
ta stand here and talk A 
> to yourself! 


0% 
rene 


XS 


este 


And what's 
that supposed 
to mean? 
It means 
you and your buddies 
caused a lot of trouble 
for the U.S. Means we 
sent bous to war because 
Reed Richards got a little 
power-hungry in 
Latveria. 
don't know 
what you're 
talki It means I 
don't gotta know exactly 
what happened over there 
to be disappointed they didn't 
keep you in jail so you don't pull 
somethin’ like that here. 
You Know what most of my 


That you 


{ guys got what 


was comin’ 


to you. 


Y cet that 
hose over 
here! 


Ding-dong. 
Karmagram 
for Artie 


thought gasoline 


I) wuz that flammable? 


Oh, yeah: Not Artie 
Hames. 


Hey, squirt, 
you...you Know I 
ain't really here, 

right? That ya really 
are just makin’ A. 
believe? 


Sis? 
Where are ) ff 


Hey! A 
pun! And I wasn't \ 
even trying. 4% 
_ Hang on. 
“Hang on." 
Like he's going to 
interrupt... 


NEW) YORE | V 


{ say 
a 
- ™ 
— Fy, 


You 
calling from 
the city? 


b 
, inc 


—_——— 


= 
“She says it helps her 
pretend Ben's still with 
us. Isn't that sad? 


But even 
though she and Ben hadn't 
been a couple for some time, 


7  ...Well...even I'm 
surprised at the depth 
of her feeling. Johnnu, 
she won't stop carving 
statues. I mean, she 

won't stop. _ 


No, I tried to comfort Reed for 
the first week or so after we left 

Latveria, but you know how he gets. 

Ijust couldn't reach him. 


He's always 
coped by throwing himself into 
his work, so I thought a little time 
apart was better than staying 

and being ignored. He tries 
our patience, but he knows 


we = | 
| 


--yes, you 
do, honeu. 
He's family. 
Come on. 


I know. 
Know. Johnny, 
don't make me defend 
him. I'm not sure I'm 
in th 


Agreed. Yes. 
Regardless of his reasons, 
he shouldn't have manipulated 

us. He should have consulted us 
before making choices 
that rui-- 


I 
wish you'd at 
least give hima 
‘all to-- 


hat 
affected our lives. 
But it's his loss, also. 
Try to understand 


Johnny, 
please. 
Johnny? 


What? 
Johnny, I don't have 
any cash to send, 
sweetheart. Our assets are 
\ frozen until this nonsense 
about treason is 
cleared up. 


No, we've 
lost all our endorsement 
deals. In fact, not only did 
both Nike and Microsoft dump 
us, they're suing us for 
“tarnishing their 
image." 
Yes, Nick 
) himself told the 
authorities we were fighting 
Doom, not them. But that's 
not how the storu's 
being spun. 


The U.N. has to save face, Johnny, I'll make you a deal. Reed's 
and America loves to watch a good man. He did What he did to) 
its celebs go down in flames, save YOu. IF you let go of your 4 
so voila--we're the bad guys. " : anger, I'll-- 
It'll pass, but-- Okay. Well, 
you'll...° I mean, if 
\ you change your 
That's call » 4 mind...2 
waiting. No, f l . ? All right. 
they'll leave a 7] Z Love you, the 
message. Ican | Take care. 
get it later. 2 © ‘ : 


Right now, 

Ihave to go close 
down our merchandising 
outlet. Part oF 
the financial 
freeze. 


-\ Tt 
VA 
A\ HHT 


\ VENT 


J ~~» : Th — I would, but...I mean...he’s 
i z -_ py and the Ks ar doing made his preferences 
ls okay for moneu. I know it's clear. <\ 


I 
} _\ just wanted J miss you, tight now that the patents That's not 
. tO. Sl Z> are gone. why I'm phoning. 
| __—saal i py I signed It's... 
| \/ the last of them over 
to the government 
yesterday, but in return, 
they dropped the rest 
of the charges against 
us...so tell Johnny, 4 
okay? 


destroyed the Fantastic 
Four, Sue. Lrealize 
that now. 


7 


The way I 
7 kept things from you-- 
= the way Lheld my cards so 
1 close, never confiding in 
' anyone--that's what 
K | 


rR bringing him 
= back. y 


promised no more secrets, so 
I'm calling to tell you what I'm doing 
tonight. I can't--I just can't-- 
py Stand not having Ben at my side 
a anymore... 


Johnny? 
# Johnny, don't 
hang up, okay? 
Just listen... 


FN 


Reed, what do you 
intend to-- 


Haven't you 
doneenough? 
What is wrong 
— with you? . 

anuthing you 
want to believe, 
Johnnu. Take a 

look at this. 


YOU MEAN, 
“BRINGING HIM 
BACK"? 


In layman's 
terms, it's a brainwave. 
It's almost immeasurably 
faint. It's magnified 
with instruments I had 
to invent in order to 
even detect it. But 
it's there. 


Mm ~ AL) 


Short and sweet: I stole him from 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center. 
Once I made my breakthrough last 
week, the next step was to verify 
the viability of the mission. 


Sure enough-- 
probably because of the 
way his body is constructed-- 
there lies within Ben's brain 
the faintest spark 

of life. 


I had a better idea...eventualluy. In 
the back of my mind, I felt as if someone 
familiar to me had already attempted 

this very journey, but I couldn't 


remember who. 


Problem is, no one's ever built a 
working model. The one time it was 
constructed, its inventor ignored 
» me when I pointed out its 
j design flaw-- 


Then Ican't. Not from 
fanit! ) here. Ben's consciousness, 
or life essence, or whatever 
name you wish to put on it--it's 
transmigrated to another 
plane of existence. 


of putting it. All I can tell you 
scientifically is that the energy that 
gave Ben life, like any energu, can't 
be destroyed--only transformed 
or relocated. 
Therefore, it's 
simply a matter of 
retrieving it. 


“simply.” It's not Ves 
a frisbee on the 
roof. 


I Know Ben 
believed in Heaven. For 
argument's sake, let's say that's where 
his soul really is. How do we get there? 
Did you jury-rig a really tall elevator? 


I didn't have to invent a machine 
to reach the afterlife. One already 
Then,ina exists. Infact, I've known about 


dream, Thadthe _it since Iwas in college. 
breakthrough I was 


referring to. 


--and it 
blew up in 
Victor 
Von Doom's 
face. 


iz ca / No. Wait. The way I remember VG 
the story, Doom built this ‘i But 

machine in order to contact MM she was in 
his mother. Correct. ) Hell. 


Also correct. 

That, however, he 

didn't learn until 

{ later. Johnny, think 
about it: 


i 


Is Hell 
the first place 

you'd look for 
your mother's 
soul? 


No, this was created to get me where 
I want to go. IF my refinements and Sue, 


I don't know 


recalculations are correct, and that's you haven't what to say. You keep 
Not in doubt, this will breach the said a word. bs agra tl 


barrier to...to... ) 
Negative Zone. 


I don't want to debate theology. 
I want to believe Ben's in a better 
place, too. But any afterlife there 

may be is a sacred Kingdom to 

e billions of people. 
‘ It's not the 
“Afterverse." It's a 
domain of spiritual faith. 


How do you know it even 
exists? 


I don't. So 
I'll find out. 
That's what 


Now 
you're going, 
tooP 


Joke. I Know what “Feasible” means. And, 
Sue, for the record, I can't believe 
we're having this conversation, 
either. 


But then, I still 
can't believe you let 
this man encourage us 

to steal a rocketshi 
when L was a kid. That's 
crazy talk-- 


--and that's 


what made this 


Son, 
I'm not 
sure that's 
feasible. 


I don't care 
what the fee is. 
S Try and stop me. 


We did that--and ~ Sue, come with us. 

there was alot less It's Heaven...what's 
at stake. the worst that 
could happen? 


positive that this 
machine is stable? What 
iF it blows up in your 
face, too? 


I've got 
nothing to 


So what Your 


happens? Do we guess is 
have a two o'clock as good as 
with God? Do I get mine. 


fitted for a harp 
and a halo? 


Okau, 
now you're 
making me 
nervous. 


Chroaeeonninueoes 


